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Septic shock in a patient infected with Rickettsia sibirica mongolitimonae,
Spain
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Abstract
In 1996, the first human case of infection by Rickettsia sibirica subsp. mongolitimonae was described in France. Subsequently, other human
cases were reported in the same country. The acronym LAR (lymphangitis-associated rickettsiosis) has been proposed to designate this
disease because lymphangitis is one of the main clinical manifestations. Later, a few more cases were described in Portugal, South Africa,
Egypt, Greece and Spain. We report a case of R. sibirica mongolitimonae infection as a cause of septic shock in a Spanish patient living in
La Rioja (northern Spain). In addition, the broad clinical spectrum of this tick-borne disease is discussed.
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Abstract
We performed a proof-of-concept study to determine if human pathogens could be detected in clinical specimens using nanolitre-
volume real-time PCR. Nanolitre PCR for Bordetella pertussis/B. parapertussis and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) was performed on
nasopharyngeal specimens and results compared with conventional methods. B. pertussis/B. parapertussis nanolitre PCR detection was
100% sensitive (20/20; 95% CI, 84–100%) and 100% specific (26/26; 95% CI, 87–100%). RSV nanolitre PCR was also 100% sensitive (21/
21; 95% CI, 85–100%) and specific (25/25; 95%, CI 87–100%). Respiratory pathogens can be successfully detected in clinical specimens
using nanolitre-volume PCR.
ª2012 The Authors
Clinical Microbiology and Infection ª2012 European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
ONLINE-ONLY RESEARCH NOTES INFECTIOUS DISEASES
